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A Question of Decency
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# A man stands on the roof of a
building inside of Baxter
detention centre. He screams
into the mobile phone, "I am a
Christian, I cannot go back to
Iran!" He is referring to the death
penalty given to people who

— renounce the Islamic faith. His
"profound fear of persecution" would allow him to fall under
the United Nations definition of a refugee. With him are not
only more Iranian Christians hunger striking, but people from
all over this world, all with their own scars and tales to tell.
They all have a profound fear of persecution.

However, since 1992 the Australian government has detained
anyone coming illegally to Australia, including those seeking
Asylum. They are locked up in immigration detention centres
scattered across Australia where they will stay until they are
granted a visa or are deported. Deportation is not an option
for most of these people. This is not about seeking ‘a better
life’ but about their very survival. Even though there is
considerable evidence that these people are in fact refugees,
the heart of the issue is not whether they're legitimate or
not. This is a question of human decency.

Inside the Camps

The full truth about the conditions inside Australia’s detention
centres is not known because the government won't allow
media inside. But from information we have from detainees
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